
EB-5 Visa Program
How to Immigrate to the US With an Investor Visa

The EB-5 Visa allows an investor and his/her immediate family members (which includes spouses and 

children under the age of 21) to become permanent residents of the United States. The program requires an 

investment of $1,000,000 into the U.S. economy. 

How Does the EB-5 Program Work?

A potential investor needs to invest, a minimum of $1,000,000 into the US Economy or $500,000 if it is being 

invested in an area with high unemployment rate, also known as the Target Employment area or TEA and for 

each such investment 10 full-time jobs for US Worker must be created. There are 2 different investment 

options:

 

1. Immigrant investor must create a business, or invest in an existing business that was created or restruc-

tured after 1990;

2. Investment must total $1 million, or $500,000 when investing in a Targeted Employment Area and/or 

regional center; and

3. Business must create at least ten full-time jobs for U.S. workers.

What is the Process?

The process will differ initially depending on whether the investment is done through a regional center or as 

a direct investment. But what is important for both is to show the source of funds. An investor needs to show 

that the funds being invested are his own funds that he has accumulated by lawful means. 

After investing the required amount, whether directly in your own enterprise or through a regional center, 

Form I-526 needs to be completed. This petition, together with all supporting documents, gets filed with 

USCIS and as of today, these forms take approximately 15-20 months to be adjudicated. Once approved, the 

investor who is overseas will apply for an immigrant visa abroad and will receive a 2-year conditional green card. 

Application for the EB-5 visa is very document specific and it is imperative to have your interests represented 

by a competent, experienced immigration attorney. Many applications are denied for lack of sufficient 

supporting evidence. Choosing to obtain permanent residence in the United States through the Immigrant 

Investor Program (EB-5) involves the investment of large sums of money, and therefore you want to make 

sure you have the right immigration attorney guiding you through this process.

EB-5 Frequently Asked Questions

1. If I invest in a Regional Center, when will I get my money back?
Generally, investing into a project through a Regional center will yield in annual dividends of around 1%-7%, 

however, the investor can expect to get the full investment back within a 5-6 year period.  This is just an aver-

age number across the country. Recently, there have been reports from investors, who were able to recover 

their total investment in as little as 6 months to a year. However, it is very important to understand that an 

investment in a Regional Center, just like an investment into any business, carries a risk.  An investor must 

understand that he or she could lose all or part of this investment.  No Regional Centers can guarantee an 

investment will be returned.

2. Do I have to reside in the State where the Regional Center is located?  
One of the most appealing aspects of investing in a Regional Center is that the investor will not be required to 

be involved with hands-on, day-to-day operations of the project.  The investor will be free to live in any state 

in the US with very little if any, operational duties.

3. How many Regional Centers are there?
There are literally hundreds of Regional Centers to choose from.

4. What kind of projects can I invest in through a Regional Center?
Regional Centers offer hundreds of different project opportunities, which range from real estate, casinos, ski 

resorts, manufacturing, agricultural developments, restaurants, sports stadiums, and many others.
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Investment through a 
regional center: 
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real estate, casinos, ski resorts, manufac-
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rants, sport stadiums, and many more. By 

investing in a regional center and financing 

a particular project of that regional center 

a person would be eligible to apply for the 

Eb-5 Visa.  

Direct Investment: 

where the Investor can choose to invest in a 

new enterprise or purchase an existing busi-

ness. In this case, a minimum of $1million 

must be invested or,  $500,000 if the new or 

existing enterprise is in the Targeted 

Employment Area.



The EB-5 Visa allows an investor and his/her immediate family members (which includes spouses and 

children under the age of 21) to become permanent residents of the United States. The program requires an 

investment of $1,000,000 into the U.S. economy. 

How Does the EB-5 Program Work?

A potential investor needs to invest, a minimum of $1,000,000 into the US Economy or $500,000 if it is being 

invested in an area with high unemployment rate, also known as the Target Employment area or TEA and for 

each such investment 10 full-time jobs for US Worker must be created. There are 2 different investment 

options:

 

1. Immigrant investor must create a business, or invest in an existing business that was created or restruc-

tured after 1990;

2. Investment must total $1 million, or $500,000 when investing in a Targeted Employment Area and/or 

regional center; and

3. Business must create at least ten full-time jobs for U.S. workers.

What is the Process?

The process will differ initially depending on whether the investment is done through a regional center or as 

a direct investment. But what is important for both is to show the source of funds. An investor needs to show 

that the funds being invested are his own funds that he has accumulated by lawful means. 

After investing the required amount, whether directly in your own enterprise or through a regional center, 

Form I-526 needs to be completed. This petition, together with all supporting documents, gets filed with 

USCIS and as of today, these forms take approximately 15-20 months to be adjudicated. Once approved, the 

investor who is overseas will apply for an immigrant visa abroad and will receive a 2-year conditional green card. 

Application for the EB-5 visa is very document specific and it is imperative to have your interests represented 

by a competent, experienced immigration attorney. Many applications are denied for lack of sufficient 

supporting evidence. Choosing to obtain permanent residence in the United States through the Immigrant 

Investor Program (EB-5) involves the investment of large sums of money, and therefore you want to make 

sure you have the right immigration attorney guiding you through this process.

EB-5 Frequently Asked Questions

1. If I invest in a Regional Center, when will I get my money back?
Generally, investing into a project through a Regional center will yield in annual dividends of around 1%-7%, 

however, the investor can expect to get the full investment back within a 5-6 year period.  This is just an aver-

age number across the country. Recently, there have been reports from investors, who were able to recover 

their total investment in as little as 6 months to a year. However, it is very important to understand that an 

investment in a Regional Center, just like an investment into any business, carries a risk.  An investor must 

understand that he or she could lose all or part of this investment.  No Regional Centers can guarantee an 

investment will be returned.

2. Do I have to reside in the State where the Regional Center is located?  
One of the most appealing aspects of investing in a Regional Center is that the investor will not be required to 

be involved with hands-on, day-to-day operations of the project.  The investor will be free to live in any state 

in the US with very little if any, operational duties.

3. How many Regional Centers are there?
There are literally hundreds of Regional Centers to choose from.

4. What kind of projects can I invest in through a Regional Center?
Regional Centers offer hundreds of different project opportunities, which range from real estate, casinos, ski 

resorts, manufacturing, agricultural developments, restaurants, sports stadiums, and many others.

EB-5 Visa Program

EB-5 3 Basic Requirements



The EB-5 Visa allows an investor and his/her immediate family members (which includes spouses and 

children under the age of 21) to become permanent residents of the United States. The program requires an 

investment of $1,000,000 into the U.S. economy. 

How Does the EB-5 Program Work?

A potential investor needs to invest, a minimum of $1,000,000 into the US Economy or $500,000 if it is being 

invested in an area with high unemployment rate, also known as the Target Employment area or TEA and for 

each such investment 10 full-time jobs for US Worker must be created. There are 2 different investment 

options:

 

1. Immigrant investor must create a business, or invest in an existing business that was created or restruc-

tured after 1990;

2. Investment must total $1 million, or $500,000 when investing in a Targeted Employment Area and/or 

regional center; and

3. Business must create at least ten full-time jobs for U.S. workers.

What is the Process?

The process will differ initially depending on whether the investment is done through a regional center or as 

a direct investment. But what is important for both is to show the source of funds. An investor needs to show 

that the funds being invested are his own funds that he has accumulated by lawful means. 

After investing the required amount, whether directly in your own enterprise or through a regional center, 

Form I-526 needs to be completed. This petition, together with all supporting documents, gets filed with 

USCIS and as of today, these forms take approximately 15-20 months to be adjudicated. Once approved, the 

investor who is overseas will apply for an immigrant visa abroad and will receive a 2-year conditional green card. 

Application for the EB-5 visa is very document specific and it is imperative to have your interests represented 

by a competent, experienced immigration attorney. Many applications are denied for lack of sufficient 

supporting evidence. Choosing to obtain permanent residence in the United States through the Immigrant 

Investor Program (EB-5) involves the investment of large sums of money, and therefore you want to make 

sure you have the right immigration attorney guiding you through this process.

EB-5 Frequently Asked Questions

1. If I invest in a Regional Center, when will I get my money back?
Generally, investing into a project through a Regional center will yield in annual dividends of around 1%-7%, 

however, the investor can expect to get the full investment back within a 5-6 year period.  This is just an aver-

age number across the country. Recently, there have been reports from investors, who were able to recover 

their total investment in as little as 6 months to a year. However, it is very important to understand that an 

investment in a Regional Center, just like an investment into any business, carries a risk.  An investor must 

understand that he or she could lose all or part of this investment.  No Regional Centers can guarantee an 

investment will be returned.

2. Do I have to reside in the State where the Regional Center is located?  
One of the most appealing aspects of investing in a Regional Center is that the investor will not be required to 

be involved with hands-on, day-to-day operations of the project.  The investor will be free to live in any state 

in the US with very little if any, operational duties.

3. How many Regional Centers are there?
There are literally hundreds of Regional Centers to choose from.

4. What kind of projects can I invest in through a Regional Center?
Regional Centers offer hundreds of different project opportunities, which range from real estate, casinos, ski 

resorts, manufacturing, agricultural developments, restaurants, sports stadiums, and many others.

Manhattan Office
42 Broadway 1815,
New York, NY 10004
(212) 729-5720

Brooklyn Office
1400 Avenue Z 301,
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 924-2896

facebook.com/aliceantonovsky

@aliceantonovsky       

linkedin.com/in/aantonovsky

Follow the American Dream: 
Become a U.S. Investor 

At The Law Offices of Alice Antonovsky, we can help you throughout the entire applica-
tion process. We know how important and confusing this process may be and we are here 
to help you every step of the way. Our office staff speaks English, Russian and Spanish and 
we will be delighted to help you.
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